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FOREI(GN.—The trial of the French Deputles
accused of complicity in the Panama Canal scan-
dals began in Paris; Emile Arton teatified to the
disbursement of 2000000 francs to influence
members. =——— A Rusalan squadron, it was an-
nounced at St. Petersburg, has eontered Port
Arthur with the consent of China, and will
winter there. ——— An ofMelal note was issued
by the Spanish Government regarding the move-
ments of the North Atlantie Squadron with a
view to allaying excitement in Madrid,
Shocks of earthquake were felt at a number of
places {n Italy. ——— The tombe of Voltaire and
Rousseau were opened In the Pantheon to set
at rest a long-gtanding controversy.

CONGRESS.—Both branches _adjourned for
the hollday recess untll January O =—=— Senate:

The conference report on the Klondike rellef
resclution was agreed to; a large number of |
nominations were confirmed. =——— House: Some |
commlittee changes were announced and eulogles |
on the late Representative Cooke, of Illlnul.n_|
were delivered,

DOMESTIC.—Secretary Alger was buslly en-
aged in planning relief expeditions to the Klon-
{ke region. ———— The Japanese Minister in

Washington made another statement, declaring
that his Government had no designs whatever
on Hawall —— President MeKinley made a
Jarge number of nominations, among them that
of William Penn Nixon to be Collector of Cus-
toms at Chicago. ——— Pardee Hall, at Lafay- |
ette College, Easton, Penn., was nearly de-
stroyed by fire, —— Armour delivered another
million bushels of wheat to the bull party In
Chicago, —— Washington Hesing, ex-Post-
master of Chleago, dled. ——= Western woollen
goods manufacturers have formed an aszocla-
tion to fix the price of raw wool =——— State
Excizse Commissioner Lyman shows that the
Raines law hes decreased the number of saloons
{n the State almost one-third, and nearly trehled
the revenue derived from them.

CITY AND SUBURBAN.—The opinlon pre-
valled that the bullding of the underground
rapld transit road depended largely upon
whether the indemnity bond of $15,000,(00 re-
quired of the contractor by the decislon of the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court wns
to cover the period of construction or the whole
period of the leage, =——— The Committee of
Fifty-three appointed to form the new Republl-
can Organization arranged to meet on Tuesday
svening at the Windsor Hotel. Harry P.
Hrocklesbury, cashler of the Williamsburg Cork
Works, was arrested for embezzlement, and ad-

itted having robbed the company, ——— Ber-
1 J. York resigned his office of 8pecial Com-
missioner of Jurors of Kings County. —=— The
two days' carnival of sports of the New-Jersey
Athletie Club closed at Madison Square Garden
with an excliting series of contests, ——— Htocks
were strong and higher,

THE WEATHER.—Indications for to-day:
Clear: cool. The temperature vesterday: High-
est, O degrees; lowest, 20, average, RIL

NEEDLESS ALARM.

The Plan-Quigg Rump s very much ills-
turbed over the passage of @ resolution at a
meeting of Republicans in Lyriec Hall on Thurs-
day evening setting forth that the so-called -
puhblican organization does not represent the Re-
publican party of this eounty, as was dewon-
strated in the late election, aod that conse-
quently it should not be reeognized by Mayor-
elect Van Wyck in the appointment of two Re-
publicans on the Police Commission.  As repre-
senting the majority of the party who supported |
Seth Low against the candidate of the regular
erganization, the meeting authorized the chale- |
man to appoint a committes who should select a |
candidate for Commissioner to be recommend-

though only aimed at one small office, provoked
an onthurst of indignant protest from the Rump
organ almost as violent as the dintribes with
which It used to follow President Cleveland
when he went duck-hunting in a revenue cut-
ter. It Is neellesaly alarmed. The new or-
ganization Republicans have no disposition to
interfere in the division of spoils between Cro-
ker and Platt, But they do mean to have it
understood that it s the Platt-Quigg Rump, and
not the Republican party, with which Tammany
will divide responsibility.

THE QUESTION OF THE BONIL

Prolonged stndy of the rapid-transit decislon
was not essentlal to a comprehension of the
fact that it most embarrassing feature g the
requirement of a stipulation on the part of the
Rapld Transit Commission to exact an indem-
nity bond of £15,000,000 from the bidder to
whom the contract may be awarded. Commls-
sloners, counsel and spokesmen for capitalists
agree that this condition is an extremely serl-
ous matter under the most favarable interpreta-
tion, and that the conrt may give It a meaning
which will be absolutely prohibitive. If a hond
to that amount covering ounly the period of con-
gtruction 18 Intended, a contractor eapable of
furnjshing it may be found. Such a bond run-
ning through the term of the lease cannot pos-
gibly be given. It Is therefore of the first fm-
portance to ascertain the meaning of the de-
clsion as soon as possible, and the Commission
will doubtless endeavor to do so.

In the mean time it is a question of Interest,
though perhaps not of immedinte practical fm-
portance, whether the Conrt did not err in as-
suming the right 1o require snch a stipulation
as a condition precedent to Ita approval of the
favorable report. The law which precisely e
fines the powers and duties of the Raphl Tran-
sit Commisslon provides that “the person, firm
“or corporation so contracting for the construe-
“tion, equinment, maintenance and aperation of
“sail road shall give a bond to sald city In such
“amonnt #s sald Board of Rapld Translt Com-
“missloners shall require, and with sureties to
“he approved by sald Board, who shall justify
“in the aggregate n double the amount of sald
shond,” Thus the whole question of securlty
for a faithful performance of the contract is
left exclusively to the Commissioners, to he
decided hy them o accordance with thelr best

| judgment of what the welfare of the ely re

quires. The power o conferred Is an exeecd
ingly important one, innsmuch as upon its exer
clse the success or faflure of their labors might
depend, as the genersl reception of the Court’s
decision foreibly suggests. There {2 nothing In
the aet to indicate that the Appellate Division
was expected to dictate to the Board In any
matter of detail. It was anthorized to confirm
or refect, finally and as a whole, the report of
Ite commissioners. That it has power to do

[ more than this we do not for the present deny,

Lt we cannot helleve that the Leglslature in-

| tended that under a speeles of compulsion the

Rapid Transit Board should be fndueed 1o re-
linquish the exerclse of a power specilically
conferred upon it and to exact a houd which
it best judgment disapproved as helng preju-
diclal to the interests of the clty.

If the jurlsdiction of the court properly ex-
tends so far, It might apparently be held to
have no llmit. If the Court f= Justiffed In fixing
the bond, it might, for nught we gee, have fm-
posed any other condition—a maxhmum bid, fur
example, or the adoption of a particular motive
power, or the resignation of an obmoxlous Conm-
missioner. Its construction of Its duty Is the
more annoying, as we may say with entire re-
spect for the Court, by reason of the fact that
in general estimate the learned judges, ad-
mirably qualified as they arve to determine gues-
tions of law, are oot nearly so well fitted to
decide broad practical questions of business as
are many of the sagaclous and suecessful men
of affairs whose judgment they distrst

SPORTS OF THE WRONG EKIND.

The ddishonest, shorttrack, six-day bicycle
race has been followed by a prizefight in Long
1sland Clty. Sowe of the admirers of the slng-
gera declare that the contest o (ileasonville cn
Friday night was not savage and feroclous,
but any such assertion I8 made absurd by the
detafled reports printed in several newspapess
which describe all the incldents of the struggle,
The varions acconuts agree In saying that Me-
Coy varly in the fight struck Creedon n tremens
donus Blow which Injured one of Creedon’s eyes.
Again and again as the ronnds went on MeCoy
sueceeded in smashing the battered exe of hls
migerable vietim.  Blood fowed freely, sml
the combat was shocking to evely speciator
with o lugering sense of deceney  John L. Sul-
livan is reporteld ag epying that 12 was a “gen

ed for appointment to the Mayor-elect. The | yapapien fight, The remark of this besotted

mover of the resolution suhsequently explained

Frujzer is enough o itself to determine the 1rae

th.m !lu _nnl_\‘ purpose was to test Mr. Van Ceharacter of the “mil'”  Buat this was not all.
Wyek's sincerity in his professions of helief in | v con cranson, who is a slugger of the Sulll-

the principle of majority rule. From this polot |

vau type himself, a ruffian who has been gullty

of \'l!'wlthr'rr‘ :‘:g I;r" ;t:r:n :T{\priinﬂ;‘f}‘ in ;rh" | of many assaulis, and who has been beland
prcnvewl & » W v =
ng, As e effid ould only be to ofler | the bars in his own eity, made o l‘l"'l‘t’ll from

the Mayor-elect a choice hetween a candidate
named by the Platt-Quigg Rump and another
proposed by Republicans c¢laiming to represent
a majority of the party. The latter apparently
did not stop to conslder:  First, that the move-
ment represented by them s still in process of
formation and unification, and that, strictly
speaking, they were not authorlzed to speak or
act for it In =0 definite and formal a proceed-
ing; and, second, that the fundamental prin-
eiple of non-partizan municipal government for
which they made their fight in November |s
meonsistent with the hipartisan theory. Non-
partisnnship in elections does not dovetail with
bipartisanship in appointments.

The action was doubtless taken hastily and
without sufficlent reflection upon its significance
or Its consequences. So far as the effort, or
even appearance of an effort, to secure an
appointment of an Antl-Machine Republican on
the Pollee Commission le coneerned, it is to be
boped that it will not be pursued further. If
Mr. Van Wyck desires to obey the splirit of the
eharter provision that “no more than two" mem-
bers of the Police Board shall “belong to the

Bgame political party or be of the same opinlon
Mon State and National politics,” he need go no
further thun the present Board to find candldates
perfectly satisfactory to the majority of the Re-
publiean party of this county: men who are not
without experlence, and whose discharge of offl-
glal duty bas glven satisfaction to the commu-
pity at large. If, however—and we fear this s
likely—he Is only anxions to avall himself

an opportunity, by means of this absurd pro-
Fislon, to put Platt-Tammany Republicans on
the Commission, so that the responsibility for
plice maladminigtration and corruption may

nake his own dickers and deals with the Platr-
K igg Nump. Then 1the Republican party
ould run no risk of helng seandallzed by the
treachery or the migdecds of Its representatives,
Meanwhile, It |s Interesting 1o note that the
n of the Platt-Quigg Rumnp I8 very much
lsed over whut it ealls “a allly pieco of
ndence™ on the part of the Republicans ai
Lyrie Hall 'n proposing to Interfere with the
lans of the Rump Bosses for dividing the

ernnibs of patronage Lo be dlsteibated under |

* Mpartisan provisions of the charter, Noth-
many oracle so wuch as interference, or
Ing that looks lke lnterference, with the
of the politieal highwaymen, In whose
it I temporarily retalued, for the Mvision

rouges the Wndispation of that ahandoned |

tue prize-ring platform,  He told his hearers
that he was proud to be there, and prowd of
the fact that this fight (which was in reality a
revolting battie between law-breaking scoun-
drels) had not Yween prevented In the muonicipal-
ity of which he Is the executive head.  Any-
thlng which Gleason is proud of 1s usually a
thing of which reputable people are heartily
ashamed, The true meaning and Inteut of the
State law o regard to boxing were plainly vio-
lated In this affalr.

This State onght to be sufficlently advanesd
in eivillzation to suppress six-day bleyele raves,
especially when they are fraudulently con-
dueted on short tracks, when they are infa-
mous for avarlee, extortion and swindliog, as
well as for eruelty and bratality; and It onght
to make It lmpossible that any such vile prise-
tignt as that between Creedon and MeCoy
should ever oceur hereafter within its borders,
If Tammany had not been suceessful in the elee-
tion last wonth It is likely that the men who
mismanaged the shorttrack, six-day Wleyele
race would not have been so bold 1o their
wrongdolng; and 1t 18 alse probable that the
prizefighters, McCoy and Creedon, would not
hve been allowed to use so much violence and
fo affront publie opinion so audaciously as they
did on Friday night.  Many of the Tammany
leaders are enthusiastie devotees of prizetight-
Ing in its worst formes, and delight in any sort
of contest In which extreme paln 15 Inflleted or
in which blood flows In streams,

Now there 18 a Tammany scheme on foot to
allow champlonship baseball contests In this
clty next year on Sundays. Every respectable
citizen will hope that the Leglslature will take
such aection that no Bunday baseball within in-

divided with Republlieans, !t 18 far better | closed nreas, and with admission
at he should be left to his own devices; to | o fees charged

at the gates, shall be allowed In any part of
this Btate on Sundays, If the New-York nine
is permitted to play champlouship games on
Sundays, bleyele races, trotting contests, run-
ning races, athletle games of all kinds, and
even prizefights, will soon bhe common on
Sundays. No arguoment In favor of Sunday
haseball ean e thought of which does not
apply equally to Sunday raees with horses
and Bunday races with bieyeles. In recent sea-
sonk a great deal of disturbance and disorder
hak taken place on haseball grounds In the prin-
eipal eitles of the country. The management
of the professional players has been so lax and
s0 eareless that the services of the pollee have
been called upon in many cases 1o prevent act-
unl rioting. Baseball as it was played In New-
York and other cities last year was not always

public phuuder. The Lyric Hall resolutions, | a peaceable, orderly, qulet, barmless sport, 1
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basehall games Wwere to be permitted here on
Sundays hig crowds of reatless, excitable and
turbulent people would be brought together, and
the poliee would find 1t diflenlt to check the
ontbreaks which wonld undoubtedly take place.
The greed for excessive galn and the unserupu-
lous methods of the men who control some of
the best-known clubs have brought discredit
on baseball amd have tended 1o encournge
players and spectators alike to tumult.  In this
Htate Sunday baseball would be the prolific
gource of much that iz viclous and seandalous,
and wonld not only arouse the hostility of re-
spectable people, but would also work harm to
all the open-alr sporis which are now popular,
It New-York shonld «toop so low ag to permit
Sunday baseball all the sports which are sup-
ported by the people through the payment of
gnte money would he degraded and damaged.

ALPRONSE DAUDET.

Alphonse Daudet, who died snddenly In Paris
last Thursday, has excited in his passing the
practically universal sympathy of his conutry-
men. Yet lie had endeared himself to them by
doing everything save the thing that, according
to all the laws of their literature, they sbould
have expected him to do. The French love a
logleal writer. Daudet was a type of inconsis-
teney, a man full of the unexpected.  Himsell o
Gascon and the foreordained interpreter of the
Midl, he never wrote a line which as a matter
of style, ag a matter of personal recelation, even
Mnted at his origin,  Fate threw him early into
the companionship of Flaubert and Tourgenleff;
he was one of that small gronp which used fo
meet In the garret of “les Goneourt,” and he
beeame one of the most fastidlous writers of
his day. a novellst whose wildest flights of
whimsieallty could not diminish the elegance
nor violate the retleence of hig style. He was
as much a student of technlque, Inhils way, as
Flanbert himself.

How, It may be asked, did he eseape Flau-
bert's aridity and  hardness? Dandet il 2
genlality of sonl which entersd into his waork.
He never conld have been centent with the
strietly literary triumphs which satisfled  his
comrades, Life, after all, was a matter of lively
fmportanes to him: here the racy pmotlons of
the Giascon eame into play, and the long lst of
Ils novels and shorter pleces, of his poenis and
Journalistie writings, = a catalogne of living
Impressions.  His vitality was proved by his
exclusion from the Academy. If he gave of-
fence to the Forty through the eandor of “L'Tm-
mortel” 1t was, it Is true, heeans: he hated the
mere routine and dry-rot of the Institution; but
the stident of his earver in noting this fact
goes further, and remembers that e loathed
the Academy hecanse he loved 1ife. His crit-
tolsm  of the Academy  was not  acudemie
O mmortel” was the manifesto of a wriler
who was allve 1o his fingertips, who went out
in sympathy 1o all the interests of his time,
amd henes despiasd an instiintlon of a porely
formal eharacter. It was Dandet's humanity
that saved W from dreifting into the cold, pro-
fes<ional methoda of Flaubert and the Gon-
eourt, warming his pages tuto a glow, making
them flexible, carrying them everywhere It
was hi< humanity that gave him, Instead of a
seat o the Academy, a happler place in the af-
fections of all Prenelimen and forelgners.

Yot Dandet, with nll his human interests,
conld not wrlte a stroug novel.  His experience
as secretary to the Due de Morny  doubitless
helped Wl mueh; when he came to portray
Gambetta in “Numa Roumestan” he bad suo-
perior qualifications for his task: bt not In any
of his more sgerlons works hins he left a pertin
nent mark.  They have wit, charm, variety, sl
as we have Indleated, they are all wrltien in
a fasclnating style; bt they lack the depth of
feellng reqoives] o make a novel of deep por
pose successful. These apparently major boaks
will pags,  The minor volumes will curvive; the
Tartarin tellogy (In b= fiest and <ecomd e
boers at leasty, "Les Lettres de mon Moulin™
“La Belle Nivernalse,” “Trent Ans de Parls”
and “Souvenlrs d'un Homme de Lettres” In
these Daudet's touch s at Qts lightest; It s
more graceful than in any of the wore elabo
rate prodnetious: above all, thess minor writ
ings bave that hiomor which maile Iuder a
unlgue tigure in modern French letters. Hhimor
1« uneommon n Franee  humor, at any rate, of
the sunny sort characteristic of Datdet The
reader of “Jack” or even of the “Rols en Exil,
might he pardoned for remembering Llm merely
ae a4 olever, a brillantly clever. man.  The
reader of these seemingly less Tniportant ks
to which we have referred will remember him
as exquisite fn bl charm, And he Das 1eft no

KUreREOT,

PEARY'S ARCTIC PLANS

The graceful gift of Mr. Harmsworth’s ship,
the Windward, to Lleutenant Peary practically
completes the plans of the Intter for his cowling
advance npon the Aretle Pole.  No gift conld
have been more weleome,  The Windward s,
with u slngle exception, the most noteworthy
Aretle exploring vessel nflont, 1t was used by
Mr. Jackson in his very snccessfiul work In
Kpitzbergen, and had the honor of conveying
Dir. Nansen himself over the Inst stage of his
nnparalleled journey. It s nncommonly well
des'gned for Aretle ernising, and will doubtless
be foumd Just what Licutenant PPeary nesds,
The thanks of the wnole Amerieat Natlon  or
of that portlon of 1t that appreciates generosity
aud herole achieveurent, and does not that menn
the whole—are due to Mr. Harmsworth for his
gift, and in equal mensure s gooil wikhes go
out to Lieutennu! Peary for the greatest possi-
ble measure of snccess ln his nodertaking.

The plun of the venture (s perfectly shinple.
The ship will be pushed wus far north on the
Greenland const as possible,  There the ex-
plorer and two companlions will land, with pro
vislons for five years' use.  They will be Joined
by n party of sixteen Esquimaus, with (heir
dogs, sledges, canoes and other equipment, The
whole party will then proceed along the coast,,
making caches of provisions at Intervals, untll
the northernmost point of land is resched,
Then a beellne dash geross the lee for the Pole
will be made, The Pole having been reaclnd, o
similar returu will be wade. The ship, having
first Innded them, will return to New-York, sml
next year will go up agalo to the landiog placd
10 look for traces of the explorers.  Not linding
them, it will return to this city, and the next
year repeat the performance, golng up every
vear untll it tinds the explorers where it left
themn. ‘That may not be for several years, or it
may be in one year. Lieutenant Peary expects
to make his landing from the ship In Septem-
her, and to begin the dash _for the Pole early
the next spring. Under favorable conditions
he thinks the forced march across the lee may
be made in three months,

Lientenant DP’eary thinks most of his trip,
after leaving the ship, will be made on Jand or
lee. He does not belleve ln the theory of an
open Polar sea. There will be breaks and
leads In the lee-pnek which he will have 1o
eross in bonts, bt no considerable expanse of
open water. His reasons for taking only two
men with him besides the Esqulimaus have 1l-
ready been set forth in these columns. They
seem eminently sound, and lhave been prae-
tleally vindieated by the experience of Dr. Nan-
sen and his one comrade on the famous march
after lenving the Fram. It I8 of Interest to ob-
serve, by the way, that this expert adventurer
thinks the chances are falrly geod for Andrée's
belng safe and sound. He never thought the
aeronaut had one chance in a thousand of
reaching the Pole. But he does think that If
be reacued tle ice-pack Infcnl'oilltlhlllnollnuJ

Dalled leaving a private name amd a public record

out, as he probably did, he has at least an even
ehnnce, &0 far as his personal safety is con-
cerned,  But it Is nseless for any man, however
experienced, to offer an opinfon as to Andrée's
present wiereabouts,

THE ALFRED MILLENARY.

After the nresent, the past.  After the cele-
Lration of the latest of British soverelgns, thie
erlehiration of one of the earliest, perhaps the
carliest worthy of serious notlee.  June, 1807,
marked the sixtleth  annlversary of the ae
eesslon of Vietoria.  October, 1001, will mark
the one-thousandth anniversary of the death of
Alfred. The day of a man’s death is not the
sl one selected for eelehration,  But per
haps it is best in this ease, beeause it |8 more
eortainly fixed than any other in his clironnl:
ogy. Kven It Is not certainly patablislisd
thongh Hollushad's date, October 28, I8 gener
ally accepted.  In default of any more certain
date, it way well be adopted for the coning
celebration, and in it he united commemoration
of his bieth in 849, hix aecession In 871, the
victory of Edington in 878, the recovery of Lon-
don In 886, the conquest of Northombria in
803, and all other known achievements of his
reign.  The end crowns the work, and the date
of the end of a man's lifework may well be
ohseryved In memory of all that he has done,

What general celebration of this interesting
anulversary the British Nation will make Is not
yot determined. Winehester 1s taking the lead
in preparations for it, however, amd will have
an lmposing local eclebretion, If nothing more,
That i= eminently fitting.  Winchester was the
greal King's capital and home,  There he ad-
ministersd Wi government and  pursued  his
studles,  There he wrote his books and codified
the laws which for ten centuries have formed
e baslg of the “eommon law™ of all English-
speaking lands,  There he founded nn ablwy,
and there he died and was burled. . Winchesier
is entitled to be the centre of all the homage
the whole emplre may pay to the memory of
the first King of united England, the real
founder of the present world-wide empive.  In
sueli homage, Indeed, all bennehes of the Anglo-
saxon stoek, however remote, may  properly
Join. Is it not well that even the most Anglo-
phobie Jingo should pay some tribute to the
IMustrions Jurist whe gave to this Nation the
cotnmon law which forms the basis of its legual
practice anmd clvil rights?

If the dates of Alfred's birth awd death are
matters of uncertalnty, It Is not strange that
Wistory has played some pratks with the record
of his doings. We must dismiss as myths the
story of his founding the Vniversity of Oxford
and that of his having established trinl by
fury.  Nelther is it teue that he divided Eog-
landd Into eouaties and hundreds,  The tale of
the burnt enkes in the peasant’'s cottage may
e authenti . What is unguestionable fs that
as g soliier and legislntor e was the greatest
European sovereign for several centuries arter
Charlemaene, and at the same time one of the
greatest seholars and anthors of his age.  Ile
treed England from forelgn domination aid
made it a united kingdons  He fonndid sehools |
and began the Intellectual 1ife of the English
people.  He introdueed lnto England the system
of aeenrate mensurement of thme, e foutded
the forelgn commerce of England. e founded
Euglish Hterature,  He gave the Knglish-speak
Ing world its connnon faw,  He fought fifty-«ix
bnttles by sea nod Iand. He reigned for thirty
venrs as not only the King of England, but as
the “goide, phillosoplier and friend™ of the Eng
Hal peopde, holding wpe oo great Heht dnoa dark
e il dolng work for elvilizatlon
il wn dgnorant and barbarons peaple, aml e

i great

ntesnllled and aostalped, bot luminous with sueh
glory ns few monarchs o any land or age have
wolt of merited,  The willlenary of sach o moan
Is wie ln hovoring whicvh the laman race will
diov self Bibggh hooor,

CRIIEDS,

1t 1= tot ot purpose to teke sides oo the <barp
Ciniroversy  conecining creeds Lat s ariseh
I, Savage's sepmon, but is
a short summary of the fact< In the ease s
gestedd by thie birlefs of the two parties in the
cantroversy.  Plest of all, then, it will e gen
ernlly admiltted that ereelds have always
vkl voutroversy, Fhe Ltter
pineteenth centuey are wot peculine ino that e

e rataer give

(LAl
yedrs of the
speet. Bvery clatse of every historle ereed of
Chelstendom hins beon earnesily, even hitterly,
opposind by men who professed and called them
s Christinps, amd some cliuses that have
came to be almost
crating band of thme gl ancient use wepe writ
ten in the Wowl of contending factions All
this furnishes o good teason In Qtself for as
salling the ereeds or even calling in gquestion
wipel clalms 1o divine authority as may by ude

vl

sacred throngh the conss

for them, 'The same thing 1= trae of the as
stiredl  eonclusions of  astronomy  or  geology.
They had to fight thelr way jntoore cognition

against the anclent hulwiarks of fgnoranee, er-
ror, pride or prejudice. The fact that eertaln
ereeids finally eame to be generally aceepted as
trne statements of Christian belief does not,
of conrse, give them the stamp of divioe an
thority: but 1t does prove that for one neson
ar another they were the tittest forms which
the Chureh at the time conbd tdod for the ex
prvsslon of Its Taith

And not only were the ereods formnlated by
human beings, but they lud to e expresssl
under the lmbiations of human speech. Now,
no langnage, however fexible it omay I=
cupable of expressing every delleate shade uf
menning, mueh less the inexplicable gradations
of thonght oo any  great subject or any pro-
fonnd  trutl, Steictly speaking. language at
Pt 1o only o climsy aml obtuse handmalden
of theught, a fact that those who have sievurel
the noblest amd most complete service from |t
wonld be the fivst to ncknowledge, 1 this s
w0 in orlinary matters, ow anoel more mst
It be in attempts to define men's thoughts of
Giod anmd the hereafter. When we reflecl Lhow
utterly bevond wan’s powers i is toonndepsiam!
fully and clearly  these teanseendent subjeets,
the wonder 's= not that ereeds have been lin-
porfect, bat that they have heen <o stiveess( il
In their definitions,  Moreover, we must remenm-
ber that even IF language were an absolutely
perfect vehicle of thought, its meaning wnd fme-
plicatlons change from age to age. For thig
renson, while @ Clinrel ean retaln the words of
a ereed, It cannol Insare for it exactly the same
sindes of meaning from generadion to geaera-
tlon. Bvery faiv-minded Christlan will admit
the truth of this; but while 1L stuggesis to the
thoroughgoing Churchman the necessity of mak-
ing the Chureh the authoritative interpreter of
the ereeds, It suggests to the so-called liberal
Cheistian the need of elastieity In interpreting
the ereeds,  The divergence of these two schools
of thonght s Inevitable, and no amonnt of argu-
ment will ever bring them together.

Lastly, a ereed of some sort Is essential io
the existence of any organization; a really
ereedlpss Church s an fmpossibility.  ITts bhe-
el may be simple, and almost wholly free from
the refined abstractions of theologieal defini-
tlon; but hellef of =ome sort there mnse he,
Indeed, we question whether the undue em-
phiagis lald on theological subtleties in the early
and middle ages of the Church did not renlly
make It more difleult for the Chureh to formu-
late ereeds truly expressive of Christianlty. It
fa worthy of note that, although the Greek lan-
gunge lent itself most admirably to the fineat
shades of theologieal abstractlon, Greek Chris.
tianity to-day ix the least progressive and the
least heipful of all the forms Into which it has

L

Ly,

been cast. The untheological tendencles of
Christianity to-day exclte at once the appre-
henslon and the scorn of rigid Churchmen, Yet
these men whose theology 18 so lmperfect may
apprehend most strongly  the essential facts
and the animating spirit of Christianity, and
thelr bellef, were It formulated, wouldl be an
interesting contribution to the literature of
Christinn ereeds.

approaches his official
end with worthy dignity, In ceming ages Lang
1stand Clty may he forgotten, but Its last
Mayor never. Thare will be In history no Hunt-
o' Point, no Newtown Creek, “nn anything

but just Gleason.”
—

Southern Damocrate are agalp hecoming vocif-
erous In favoer of intervention in behalf of Cuba.
Do they not know that more than a quarter of
the Cubans, Including some of *the foremost
leaders, are what they politely term “niggers,”
and that in that island African blood and Span-
1sh are on an equality? (an it be that they re-
gard "niggers” In Cuba more favorably than in
(ieorgla or Misslssippl?

i

The chlef objection to Senator Ellsworth’s
proposed  Antl-Cartoon law Ia that under it
every paper that printsd a figure Yt would
he in danger of progecutlon for carleaturing

Quige.

Giienson  the Great

P

The law of supply and demand applles to the
Southern cotton industry as well as to anything
else. If the acreage s too great and the pro-
duetion coneequently greater than the milla re-
quire, low prices are Inevitable. Planters will
do better If they reatrict thelr cottoh acreage
and subgtitute other crops on the rest of the

lasd.
— s

Opintons of twenty years agn on [saries of to-
day are not necessarliy pertinent,

—— iy —— -
the Government |# appropriating
tor the rellef of the Klondis» Caufter-

While
money
ors,” hosts of other adventurers are atill flock
fng to that inhospitable country. Are they
deliberately counting on being similarly rolleved
and brought home at the expense of the Amerl-
can people?®

e
PERBONAL.

Profosar A, Baner Las been obliged, on acc ount of
l-health, to deciine the offfice of president of the
third International Congress for Applled Chems-
etry, which {s to be held next year at Vienna, and
e, H. I von Perger has been vlected in hix stead,

Lisitenant John W. Woodward, whose death In
Philadelphia Is announced, never completely recov-
erid from the hols mads in one of his [unga by a
bulles ot the battls of Chancellorsville while he
was leading his company, He went to the front it
the outhrenk of the Clvil War, when he wWis harel
twenty venrs of age, and Alwtinguished himself
through the whole of the war. For the last twenty-
five years he was connected with the tax office of
Phitadeiphin

The monument which the members of the “lIron
Brieade” are to erect to the memory of General
John (iibhan in the Arlington Cemetery, ncrose the
I'otumae from the Natlonal Capital, s rapldly
nearine completion, A bass-rellef of (Jeneral Glb-
hon appears on the front of the granite, and the
whole will e ane of the
i1 the cometery

Colonel John 8. Moshy hus just refused to recelve
me o present from one of his old guertllas a limb
from  the walnut from which General Custer
hanged ton of the Confederata scouts Jduring the
wi= [ sald that he would not touch the wood
with m pltchfork

Fllzabeth Rider Wheaton, the well-known prisan
evinrellat, has visited every prison In every impor-
tant elty In the world, Bhe has become known 1o
most rallrosd men and receives annusl passes over
all thee barge Hnes in this country
The Emperor of Austrla rises ot 40, mooand
shinves himself, geiting to work at whout L3, At
mbididay bie ents 4 very plaln luncheon of the most
frugal description, hils only subistantial meal in the
diy belng his dinner. which slways conslsts of six
cotrses, which, when snlone, he tikes at 3:30 p. m
wfter which h. ents nothing exeept w roll und u
ctp of milk before xolng to bed  He finds  this
cotrse of diet sults him sdmirably, and he con-
tinues in excellent health.

Twa memorials of Thomas Arnold wil soon bw
phiced In his native town In the Isle of Wight, «

Lrase ln the Chureh of St Mary and a tablet
gt the hovuse st West Cowes, "It is somewhit
ortfons,” ways n writer In ““The Sketch,” “that

there appenrs to be n sort of mystery as to the
woclil position of the father of Thomuw Arnold

I know that In one or two biogruphlcal memolrs

havee consulted the fact of his birth In Cower In
y recorded,  Peyond this, | Intely huge
a ttive of the I1sle of Wikht,
one of the old Arnold family

locuted there for generations, and even ne was
wnuble 1o give me the desited dnformation’
THE TilLKk OF THE DAY,
war Fron,” savs “The London Glebe, ' “any one

wha ls so minded may nt Tap' essay the feat of
drinking a yurd of ale This i« only a pint in lguaid
hitt ' yard In
long | haped glass, #o constructed that unless
e ddrinker drinks with care most of the contents
are spilled over him. A bouk ls kept of the time In
which the yard cun be drunk, and for years until
Intely the ‘record’ was ten seconds This Is an
feanoclngtio age, hawever, atid soma one lately dis-
poscd of his three teet of ale In nine seconds™

Sp dldn't want to Keep you walting, Mr Weatend,

came down just as | was,” said Miss Dariing-

g, sweetly, as she entered the parior

Oh, what & whopper'” exclaimed her amnll hroth-
"You know vou only had on''-

And then Tommy wad violent!ly hostied out ¢f the

iHarlem Life

wir 1

r

In order to test the loyaliy of ants to #a h ather
§ir John Lubbock once minde Afty of them drunk
and (neapable, and then drew the attention of twen-
ti-flve sober ones to thele condition.  The twenty-
fiee biokled to 1t, amd carrled the Attty home to bed

Clinton furnishes good trapping ground for fur
ters, U and near the premises of one resl-
o n Prodpect-at. six large skunks have been
Killod,  In faer, the whole village seems to be over-
rup with the ntlsance Pedentrians avold some
streets altogether, In fear of mesting the odorous
nocturmal travellers. It has been suggested that
the village Fathera offer a bounty on every one
Jeitled %‘h-» «kift brings a good price, and those
who care to make n little money could find a chance
in trapplng. —(LUtlea Observer

Thiz 18 how a native of Bulawayo describes a rall-
way engine: It's a huge animal belonging to the
white man, It has only one eya (the head lamp).
It fecds on fire, and hates work. When the white
mun pumps 1t to make It work it sereams, It romes
from somewhers, but no one knows from whence.

Mrs, (hray- You say Mrs, tireena disagreed with
svervihing 1 #ald?  Tust like her: ahe neéver 18 on

the Flght shle af any question.
Mre. Hrown-—You misundersiood me, 1 sald she

agreed with everything yvou sall

Mrs, Giray —dUm; that's a woay she has of curryving
favor.—(Boston Transcript.

dixtoen years ago a number of Chicago prople set-
ted i Jeruralem, Palertine, dn order to awnlt there
the second coming of Christ. These colonists, who
are kKnown as Spafrordites and Overcomers, have
come Into eonfiict with E. 8. Wallace, the American
Conrul at Jerusalem, and they have sent W. H.
Ridy to this country to lodge a4 complaint at Wash-
Ington ngainst Lim. In the mean while a number
of Chriatlan people In Jerusalem have forwarded
charges ngalnst the eowny o Washington

Mre=, Gahbbleton—1 am told that Mrs, Henny
lias lIuslt nllBhuIdi;‘ln ‘ttlrrvhualinnd‘ ypeck
01 Aunt Broadhead—Yos: I've notleed t
shaved off his chin whiskers. —(Puck. hat he has

According to Dr. Berry, Englishk Dissenters do not
regard the English Church as evangelical. But *“The
New-York Observer” (Presbyterian) says that the
preaching of the Englian Church In more generally
ovange'loal than that of the Non-Conformist hodles,

CEammy Snnggs,” asked the teacher, *
of wpeech I8 the word ‘malediction' 2 FoC WAL paxt

“Noun," repitel Sammy.

“What Hendfri‘“

oMasculine gender.”

"?‘ldt‘ﬂl?';r‘ femint

CYea'm t was feminine 1t wo e * &
dletlon” " ~(Pitishurg (‘hruu!c!e.' ouldibs: ‘Tevnle

The planet Mercury can now be seen, any clear
svening, near the horison In the southwest, about
halt an hour after sunsat, It will not be ndvantage-
ously placed for observatlon for more than a few

days, howaever. Ita greatest angular distance from
the sun occurs next Monday,

Brought Him to Time —“Mr. Hi m A
Mirs Qulckatep, firmly and dllllnuﬁr'.' ln':::i-up:ﬂ::
him, “you have called me ‘a lump of aweetness’ o

great many times, but you have ne
would like to have me rcnml};‘wlth ;u.ir.;‘m n:

coffes."
Whereu Mr.
..llmmo ..um ' "'mbﬂl. There qu

handsomest monuments

Mnear measare, belng contalned in a |

| Augustn

NAVSEN’S CLOSING LECTURE.

HIS THRILLING NARRATIVE OF ADVENTURE
TOLD ANEW TO A NEW-YORK AUDIENCE.

Dr. Nansen's last lecture in New-York was de-
livered yesterday afternoon hefore a large and
sympathetie audience In Carnegle Hall. At least,
this wae probably the last opportunity for New-
Yorkers to hear from his own lips the marvellous
atory of his adventures in the frogen North. There
i« o possibllity that on his return to New-York, In
the early part of February, he will lecture once
mare, but it {s only a possibility; and, an he will
sall from this port on February 19, and aa he has
declared in most positive terms that nothing will
aver tempt hlm to go on the platform again after
his present contract explres, it Is not strange that
an audience sufficient to Al the Jarge hall assem-
blad to testlfy, by thelr presence and their ape
plause, thelr Interest In one of the most marvellous
men of the age and in hia almost Incredibic story
of exposure and perl,

1t ts & wenderful story, and ‘Dr. Nansen tells
it simply and yet with great skill. His enunciation
of the Engllsh tongue is somewhat lacking in dis-
tinctness, but after a few minutes one Erows ac-
Lustomed to it and only now and then a word Is
missed 1n the hearing. It Is evident that the
lecturer knows English perfectly; this Is shown not
anly by his vivid word pictures, in painting which
he has ne ald from manuscript, but his quoe-
tatlon® from English poets, which At lnto the
fabric of his address and are not “lugged in" In
the opening sentenecs of the lecture are quoted &
hne or two from Tennymon's "Ulysses,” and in
closing he made use of a longer seicctlon from this
noble poem, while his last words consisted of an
Inspiring passage from Robert Browning.

The pletures thrown on the screen comprised &
seore not ssnown on Friday nlght, yesierday's
|=cture helng substantially the same as that given
on the previous evening. The narrative is a thrill-
ing one, the polnts of wpecial Interest helng
Johansen's adventure with the bear, finally killed
Ly Nansen with a charge of birdshot, and Nan-
aen's own desperate and successful effort to recover
by swimming in the ley water, the kyaks, which
had accldentally gone adrift. The description of
the hut which the two travellers buiit for ther
winter stay on Franz Josef Land, when they were
actunlly only elghty miles from Jackson's stopping-
place, was uncommonly Intcresting. Fortunately
Nansen and his companion were able to aleep
twenty houre out of twenty-four; what they great-
Iy missed was something to read, for they had
rothing but @ nautieal almanac and a table of

logarithme,

Dr. Nansen has a rleh veln of humor as well
an @ strain of poetry In his makeup, and the
nalveté of some of hiz expressions, such as “after
same while,” adds to the churm of his discourss,
Those who have heard him In the course of his
tour In this country cannot but regret his deter-
mination not to essAy lecturing again, and will
indulge In the hope that his devotlon to sclence
will not prevent him from appearing before Amers
jean audlences agaln, after, mayhap, he has actu.
ally set foot on the long-sought put elusive North
Pole

R —

INCIDENTS IN SOCIETY.

A pleasant reception was glven vesterday afters
noon by Mrs, Horacs Russell at her home, No. o
Park-ave., in honor of her daughter, Mis=s Eleano
Russell, who recelved In A gown of white =ilk,
trimmed with stiver. Mrs. Ruszell was attired In @
gown of black velver, with trimmings of jet.
In the cirele recelving with the debutante wers
Miss Helen R. Swift, Miss Edith H. Smalley,
Miss Joanna H, Shepard, M s Edith Hyde, Miss
Sallle P Barnes and Miss Allce R. Sands. After
the reception there was a dinner party for the
young people

Mr. and Mrs. Aifred Cornelius Howland, of No.
1% West Fifiy-seventh-st, gave a reception yes-
terduy afternoon to introduce thelr only daugh-
ter. Miss Allce Ward Howland, a pretty girl, who
was assisted by her mother and several young
friends  The debutante wore a gown of rose-pink
satin, with trimmings of gauze and silver em-
broidery, Mrs. Howland was attired In a gown
of lavender and black satin, with trimmings of
luce. Asslsting the debutante were Miss Martha
Townsend., Miss Hope Drake, Miss Ethel L oami=
nick, Miss Althen Schoonmaker and Mliss Christine
Falrehild Some of the guests were Mrs Benjas
min B, Church, Misa Angellca Church, Mr and
Mrs, Henry B Howland, Mr. and Mrs [Eastman
Johnson, Miss De Forest, Mrs John Hall, Mr. and
Mrs, Lansdale Boardman, Mr. and Mrs, Hayard
Dominick, Mr, and Mrs, James Rodman Townsend,
Mr. und Mrs. James Benedict, Miss Allce Babeook,
the Rev, Dr. and Mrs, Willlam 8. Raineford, Mrs.
Cortlundt Moss, Miss Nathalle Moss, (George W,
Maynard, Parke Godwin, Miss Godwin, Mrs.

Francis Delafiald, My and Mrs. J. Hobart War-
iadden, Mr. and Mrs. Jamra

ren, Alexander M.

W PFinchot and Mr. and Mrs Charles E. White.
head,

Mrs  John A, Zerega, of No 18 West Frry-

eighth-st., gave u reception yesterday afternoon.
Mrs. Zerega wis asslsted in receiving by Miss
Elss von Bretton Zerega

Mizs Ryidls Douglas was formally presented to
soclety yestenday afternoon at a reception Elven
for the purpose by her mother, Mre. M. Sheafe
Douglns, at her home, in the Rockingham, Hroad-
wiy and Fifty-sixth-st

Mrs James A, Benedict, ¢f No. 323 Fifth-ave,
guve i 1hé dansgante at Sherry's yesterday ufter-
woon  to Introduce her dougliter, Miss Jullette
Turner Benediet. Clusters of American Beauty
roses and pnlms decked the large Lallroom, whers
the debutante, aitired in w simple gown of white
sk, vovered with gouse, recelved with her mother,
her sister, Miss Carolyn E. Benedict, and & group
of girl friends, including Miss Helen Bulkley, Miss
Florenes Jucquelin, Miss Laura Huard, Miss Eleanor
Fitegerald, Miss Ruth Hoe, Miss Gertrude Alex-
andre. Mi=x Edythe Jones, Miss Dorothy Higgin-
son, Miss Martha Jucob, Miss May Riker, Misa
Robbins, Miss Eleanor Anderson, Misa
Arna Riker, and Mrs, Allan D. Loney.

AMre Samuel Thomas, of Nol 1T West Fifty-seve
enth-st., give a dinner party last evening in honor
of ner duughter, Miss Eleanor M. Thomas. The

ueets Included  Miss  Marlon Whitaker, Miss

Vyckoff, Miss Mei'ook, Miss Sloan. Miss Dodge,
Hudolph Neeser, Bdward R Thomas, John Brice,
Mr. Hurry and Mr. Loew

At Albert Morrls Baghby's elghty-ninth musical
morning at the Astoria to-morrow at 11:15 o'clock
“The Viollts Maker of Cremona,' a romantie opera
in two acts, by Jeno Hubay, the director of the
Nutlonal Conservatory at Budapest, will he pre-
sented for the first time In this couatr{. Francols
Coppée and Henrl Beauclalr are the authors of the
oem  The [mrrs will be tauken as follows: Taddeo

errari, violin-maker, Helurich Mayn; Phitippo and
Bandro, his puplls, Maurice de Vriea and Edwin
Wareham: estat, Ernest Gamble, and Glan-
ning. Ferrarl's daughter, Mlle. Allce Verlet, The
conductor wlil be Bignor Bevignanl.

The engagement is announced of Miss Adelalde

. Plume, daughter of 1. Edward P. Plume,
Newark to F. aheldon Van Slyke, of this r-tt;. ”

Mrs, Russell Hoadley and Miss Hoadley have
returned from Tuxedo and are at the Bu
ham Hotel for the winter. B Dk,
e A

MR. SAVAGE MAKES .l,\: OFFER,

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Bir: 1 have lttle time o give to my eritics. But
1 would llke to say, once for all, that I wish they
would denl with what 1 say, and not with what I
do not say. Some one from Morristown, N. J., who
signs himself “H..” has a letter In your |ssue of this
morning, December 18, In my last Bunday’s sermon
I quoted a few lines from Matthew Arnold as (llus-
trating a certain point. T did not Indorse them or
eny that I agreed with them. 1 do not. But "H."
assumes that they are my sentiments, and hence
h|< whole letier. Blished |

Now, my sermons are publis n pamphlet
vach weak., They come out on F‘rdny!‘ 'If':rnn;
one wishes to demolish me, and will kindly let me
know, 1 will gladly send him my sermon In full,
Then he can have the advantage of knowing just

what and all 1 say.
Your N-T‘uﬂl are fine, as far as they go.

any one knows that s correct
rm’;d 1E|"‘um l!tl: context may not ad "3::.5%.‘:."&'
ane's thought.

New-York, Dec. 18, 1897, Lo AGE,

—_——— e
ENGLISH OPERA MISFORTUNES,

The fate that is ever ready to confound those rash
persons who will persist In giving English opera
in New-York has come upon the company which
has been singing for the last week mt the Garden
Theatre. The organization was called the Madison
Bquare Opera Company. It had had othér names
and other adventures before. It had been prosper-
ous and It had met with losses, Why ita managers
ever wanted to put on the crown of their misfort-
unes by tlv!ng grand opera In English in New-
York City is one of the things that nobody can
understand, exoept those who are driven by a
}:ﬁ:‘r" ilulllu;“ :“nmun English opera m-’-z

The com = "

B 5 % “'mnn{l llnl.u;:i-ﬂt all last week, and It
dienoa outnumbo'm the company and the omJullrl.
ofiee did not

PRUTMIEDEY he' ertaimar.in e

gmnm id 'or them. 8o It was de-
ded )
mrh’a‘:ﬂnﬁ t.hn m run of the compan,
e theatre

re any furt loss was
will be cfoua IIh"lhln wo'qt' [ t
& com| whic/ “'li
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